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working and growing.
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Enjoying the New Maine
I'm writing to compliment you and your
staff on the fine job you're doing with the
new MAINE magazine. It is a fine tribute
towhat is going on at U of M. The current
winter issue is, perhaps, the finest alumni
edition I’ve read since I graduated 27 years
ago. I hope other alums appreciate it as
much. It’s our main link with the univer
sity, especially for those of us out of state
who rarely get back. Keep up the good
work!
Larry' “Stoney” Jackson ’59
Berne, NY

I have just finished reading the first
copy of MAINE and I'm impressed. I
think you and vour staff are to be con
gratulated on a job well done. I heartily
approve of the change that has been made
from the traditional Maine Alumnus.

BODWELL MOTORS
FORD LINCOLN MERCURY
CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH DODGE

169 Pleasant Street
Brunswick 0401 1
729-3375

Mainely People does a good job of keeping
alumni abreast of events of special interest
to them. The new' publication covers
matters about w hich all alumni, young or
old, are certain to be interested. Keep up
the good work.
Ross Masterman ’32
Glen Falls, NY

Cover Criticism
The Winter, 1987 MAINE arrived and
w e are not pleased with the cox er. We feel
it shows very poor taste. The words of our
10 and 1 3 year olds w ere “gross”. If this is
the trend of your publication, please remove
our names from your mailing list.
Billie Ward Libby '67
Roland Libby ’65
Orrington, ME

I no longer want my name on your
mailing list. . . I do not want such magazine
covers as w as on thew inter 1987 edition to
come into my home. It is sad to see an
institution of higher education become a
vendor of lower education.
Ebben H. Finnemore '37
Norton, MA

Bath office

443-5533

A Vet Remembered

BILL BODWELL 50

I have received my winter issue of
MAINE, and commend you on its fine
format and excellent selection of articles.

WEEKEND SPECIAL $25.00

T
nJht
Double occupancy

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY (EXP 5/24/87)

Clean Comfortable
FREE HBO/ESPN/CABLE
Homestxle Breakfast
Lounge

480 MAIN ST. BANGOR, ME
2 MAINE

This letter is prompted by your request
to inform you of any UMaine alumni w ho
died in Southeast Asia. When I graduated,
I also received a R.O.T.C. commission in
the U.S. Army. I spent 1967-68 in Vietnam
as an infantry platoon leader with the 1st
Air Cavalrv Division.
\\ hile I seem to have survived in rela
tively good shape, a member of that
R.O.T.C. group, and 1964 graduate, Paul
L. Stimpson, did not. Paul died when the
helicopter he was piloting crashed during
the summer of 1967. In addition to his
wife, he left an infant daughter (whom he
never saw ) w ho is now a student at Orono.
Paul and I were next-door neighbors in
Portland for 18 years. We had grown up
together, played together, fought together,
and usually rode back and forth to Orono
together. Until my dying day, no part of
my Vietnam experience will affect me as
horribly as has the loss of this fine young
man.
Edward J. Schultz '65
San Rafael, CA

In Praise of Vincent Hartgen
Alw ays look forw ard to, and enjoy read
ing the alumni magazine, and 1 especially
this month, your article on Vincent Hart
gen. I was fortunate to have had a class
with him too. I shall never forget how
terrific he was. He is the greatest!
Just thought I might mention, being a
Canadian and born in Nova Scotia, that
“The Cabot Trail” is in Cape Breton Island,
Nova Scotia, not New Brunswick. Such a
magnificent sight I feel Nova Scotia should
have the glory7.
Jean White Richardson '60
Presque Isle, ME

Letters to the Editor on articles in
Maine or anv UM-related topics are
welcome at anv time. Letters should
include the w riter’s name, address, and
daytime telephone number. Send to :
Letters to the Editor, Maine, Cross
land Alumni Center, Orono, Maine
04469. Letters may be edited for clarity

and length.

BANGOR'S FINEST INN
• Complementary Breakfast Each Morning
• Rooms with View of Penobscot River
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(207) 947-3800

495 STATE ST. BANGOR

Jon '67 & Nancy Speirs '74 Dawson

HASCALL AND HALL, INC.
273 Presumpscot Street, Portland, Maine 04104
P.O. Box 1922

o Complete Building, Waterproofing and Restoration
*
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★ WATERPROOFING
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Boats Piers Other
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Industrial Tanks Bridges Decks
I_____
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All Concrete & Steel Structures
•
Linings Epoxy Systems
EPOXY SYSTEMS
—---------- i---------- --------—
Injection Mortar Topping Bonders
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Ed Smith '50

Rudy Violette '50
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Phillip McFarland '76

“If a little knowledge is dangerous,
where is the man who has so much
as to be out of danger?”
Thomas Henry Huxley
1825-1895

Mid Maine Mutual
Savings Bank Member FSLIC
Auburn Lewiston Lisbon Falls Mechanic Falls
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PERSPECTIVE

By Edward DeCourcy 34

If you were born in the 20th century,
chances are four to one that you will still
be here in time to go to your 50th college
class reunion.
If you do, at least half the people there
will have to read your name tag to know
who you are, depending on how kind
time has been to your face.
Your face is not all that can change in 50
years. If going to college was worth your
while, your ideas and your personality
will have changed, and so w ill those of
most of the people y ou see, people with
whom you w'ould have shared four exciting
years aw'ay back w hen Herbert Hoover
w'as president and the nation was struggling
to survive the worst depression in its history.
You will find it a bit difficult to believe
that you paidS75 persemester for tuition,
and SI36 for both vour board and your
room for four and one-half months, and
your most expensive textbook cost S3.50
so you tried to buy it secondhand from an
upperclassman, unless you were a senior
and there were no upperclassmen.
Returning to campus for your 50th
reunion is like 100 Rip Van Winkles
meeting 100 other Rip Van Winkles.
It is compressing 50 years of triumph
and tragedy, 50 years of adventure and
adversity into three days. Life is dynamic,
and what happens to 100 people as they
move through it and through a half century
of history, is almost more than one person
can absorb in so short a time.
You look into the calm, peaceful face of
someone you studied with, or ate with,
and suddenly find, when you ask, that his
life has not been calm, although he is now.
You find a classmate who w'as forced out of
college halfway through because the De
pression drained his money away, but
returned 20 years later, after his wife died
of cancer, to complete his degree and to go
on to a rewarding teaching career.
You talk to another, who w'orked six
days a w'eek managing a chain retail store
for $18, who now has homes in New'
England and in the tropics and uses his
yacht to travel from one to the other.
You learn about your shy classmate who
spent most of his college time studying,

4 MAINE
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Retired newspaperman Edward DeCourcy ’34 receiving Alumni Career Award from
Alumni Association president, Hank Schmelzer ’65.

w ho went on to become vice president of
one of the nation’s leading publishing
houses, but could not make it to the reunion
because he has both terminal cancer and
Alzheimer’s disease.
And, coming out of your Rip Van Winkle
sleep, you learn about children you did
not know existed, children who are now
doctors, lawyers, business tycoons, research
scientists, and who themselves have children
who live in some of the dormitories you
occupied half a century ago.
The rewards of a reunion are many, for
as you try’ to fill in the blanks in the lives of
your friends, you discover that after a half
century you are still more interested in
today and tomorrow than in yesterday,
and you get into lively discussions about
w hat we ought to be doing to improve the
human condition now' and in the future.
T here is a kind of fundamental honestv
that permeates a 50th reunion. Pretense
gets now'here. Everybody knows about
how' old everybody else is and nobody
cares how affluent somebody else is.
Other people’s memories may produce
information about yourself that you have
long since forgotten, the revival of which
is enjoyable. You may, if you’re lucky, talk

about a professor you shared and discover
that you and others remember some of the
things he taught you.
I did. We remembered a history professor
who, on the first day of college, shocked
us who had been reared in Itraditionally
Republican homes, by declaring, “You lived
through the Harding regime. You can live
through anything,” the same kindly man
who later advised us, “If there’s a book
they don’t want you to read, you’d better
read it. There’s probably something in it
you ought to know'.”
And there is the bull session in which a
group of you, now in the late autumn of
your lives, w'onder whether what you did
with vour one life was worthw hile.
A 50th college reunion is an intense
experience, and you come away from it
tired and inspired.
Perhaps its most rewarding aspects is a
bittersw'eet regret, w hen you discover that
someone you knew' only casually in your
student days is a far more delightful,
considerate and interesting person than
you realized, and you wish you had know n
him better in the days when you had more
time to enjoy him.

Alumni Association Constitution
•

I

Following is the updated Constitution of the Alumni Association of the
University of Maine, containing the significant changes as voted at the last
council meeting. The Association’s By-Laws were published in the winter
issue of Mainely People. Both documents are published in advance of the
Annual Meeting, as required by the Constitution.

ARTICLE I
Name and Objectives
Section 1. The Association heretofore constituted
by the Alumni of the University of Maine (“Unix ersity”) shall be known as the University of Maine
Alumni Association (“Association”)
Section 2. So long as University College retains a
present position as part of and subject to the
administration of the University, it shall be included
in the Association’s identification, as shall any
other facility wherever located which similaily
operates subject to the administration of the
University
Section 3. The objectives of the Association shall
be:
(a) To advance the interests of the University,
(b) To promote mutually beneficial relations
among Alumni, students, faculty and staff
at the University;
(c) To communicate with the Alumni, and
through them to communicate with the
public at large;
(d) To develop and assist local groups of Alum
ni of the University in their Alumni activ
ities, and to strengthen their relationship
to the University and to the Association,
(e) I'o cooperate with alumni associations
similarly dedicated at other campuses which
comprise the University of Maine System
as designated by the State Legislatuie;
(f) To raise funds primarily from the Alumni
of the University to suppoi t the objectives
of the Association and to financially sup
port the puority needs of the Univeisity.

ARTICLE II
Nature and Powers
Section 1. I he Association is an independent
non-profit organization established and opeiated
exclusively for charitable, educational, fraternal
and other non-profit purposes in suppoi t of the
University.
Section 2. The Association may acquit e and dispose
of property, receive and hold gifts and bequests in
trust or otheiwise, to be used and applied as
specified by the donois so long as such uses aie
within the limits of the objectives and purposes of
the Association
Section 3. Funds obtained by the Association
through the annual fund campaign or otheiwise,
and its investment income shall, after deduction
of the Association’s operating expenses, be used to
meet the puority needs of the Univeisity only,
including but without limitation, assistance to

students and student organizations, encouragement
of and assistance to members of the faculty, and
financing of needed equipment, structures, facilities
or services at and for the University
Section 4. The Association may adopt By-Laws
and from time to time amend the same

ARTICLE III
Membership
Section 1. All persons who have received a degree
in regular course from the University, or who
have been in attendance as students in any
department of the University for a period of not
less than twosemestcis but who have not received
a degree and are no longer students, are membeis
of the Association
Section 2.1 he Board of Directors of the Association
(“Board”) may vote to extend honorary membership
in the Association to individuals whose service
and loyalty are considered exceptional but who
did not attend the University Any such members
shall be tieated in all respects as a membei desci ibed
in Article III, Section 1, with all rights and
priv lieges
Section 3. I he President of the University of
Maine shall also be a membei

ARTICLE IV
Board of Directors and
Executive Committee
Section 1. There shall be a Board of Directors of
the Association which shall be the representative
body and shall be constituted as provided in the
By-Laws of the Association
Section 2.1 here shall bean Executive Committee
made up of the elected officers of the Association
and no less than tluee and no mote than seven
membeis of the Boaid appointed from the Board
by the Piesident
Section 3. I he Boaid shall be chaiged with
considei ation of matteis in the name and stead of
the Association between meetings of the Association,
except the Board shall not amend the Constitution
oi By-Laws Fui theimore, the Boaid shall receive
reports of all meetings of the Executive Committee.
Section 4. The Executive Committee shall act
for and in the place of the Boaid between meetings
theieof and shall pi epare matteis foi review by the
Board

ARTICLE V
Officers
The officeis of the Association shall be a Piesident,
I?irst Vice Piesident, Second Vice President, Clerk,

Treasurer, and an Executive Director (“Director”)
w ho shall be the head of the professional staff, and
such other officers as may be chosen to have such
duties and to be elected or appointed as prescribed
in the By-Laws

ARTICLE VI
Committees
In addition to any Standing Committees set out in
the Bv-Laws, Committees may be appointed or
chosen by the President, by the Executive Com
mittee or by the Board to perform such activities
and duties as are assigned to them

ARTICLE VII
Place of Business
The pi incipal place of business of the Association
shall be at the University of Maine, Orono, Maine

ARTICLE VIII
Annual Meeting
Section 1. The Association shall hold an annual
meeting for the pui pose of electing Board members,
receiv ing reports of officers and committees, and
for tiansacting such business of the Association as
shall be properly brought before it.
Section 2. Boaid members as submitted for
nomination by a Nominating Committee shall be
voted on by the membership at the Annual Meeting.
Other nominations may be made from the floor. A
simple majority vote of those pi esent shall be
sufficient for election.

ARTICLE IX
Seal
The seal of the Association shall be similar to that
of the State of Maine but w ith the words “Univ ersity
of Maine—Alumni Association” forming a surlounding border.

ARTICLE X
Amendments
The Constitution may be amended by a twothirds vote of those membeis present and voting
at the annual meeting of the Association, provided
the amendments proposed shall have been sub
mitted at a previous meeting of the Association or
notice of such amendments shall hav e been sent to
all members of the Association at least one month
prior to the annual meeting by means of an alumni
publication oi otheiwise.
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INTERVIEW

The Charmed Life of Gary Thorne
The Voice of the Mets and Maine Hockey knows what
he wants out of life and isn’t afraid to go after it.

erhaps the outstanding aspect of

P

Gary Thorne’s charmed life is that
he is having fun. A man who seems to have
known what he wants from an early age,
Thorne is a practicing lawyer in the Bangor
area, and is in his third year of broadcasting
as the color commentator for the New
York Mets on their home station, WHNAM in New York. He has also been
broadcasting the University of Maine
hockey games on WABI radio, Bangor
since the program was revived in 1977.

6 MAINE

Thorne discovered his interest in broad
casting while at Old Town High School.
He attended the University of Maine on
an ROTC scholarship, then proceeded to
the University of Maine School of Law in
Portland, graduating in 1973. Thorne
fulfilled his army obligation working for
the JAG (Judge Advocate Generals) Corps
in Washington for the next four years,
earning his master’s in law from Gcorgetow n
University at night. After his discharge,
he returned to Maine, set up a law practice
J

and continued his broadcasting career, also
finding the time to teach business law at
the university.
In 1983, his friend Jordan Kobritz invited
Thorne to join him as a limited partner in
baseball's Maine Guides, a farm team in
the Cleveland Indians system. With that
invitation, which he accepted, Thorne's
life took a dramatic turn as he took a leave
from his law profession of ten years to set
up a radio network to carry’ the Guides'
games. His success \\ ith that network led
•F

“Champions exist in the purple haze of the fans’fantasy...
One of the reasons these people tend to get involved in
self-destructive behavior is a rebellion against unfair
expectations. ”
)

f

to the opportunity to join the Mets at this
sparkling point in the club’s history.

MAINE: What was your experience at

UMaine?

helped me get appointed as a branch chief
within the Corps, directing a staff of 6
lawyers. I was also involved with the
(Sergeant William) Calley case. The guys
I worked with were fun and bright, and I
just loved this experience.

THORNE:! started as a business and

political science major. The dean of the
business school, W? Stanley Devino, had a
real influence on me, in that his interest
and experience in labor arbitration, medi
ation, and negotiation inspired me to go
into law. Dean Devino was one of the
originals in railroad contract negotiations;
it was really just happening for the first
time when he became involved. He’s a
resource for me even today.
MAINE: Were there other influences on
your career from the university?
THORNE: I got back to Washington for
the summer preceding and the first semester
of my junior year in college. I was a
congressional intern for Senator Edmund
Muskie. He lives in Kennebunkport now,
and is a very active lawyer there. He was a
presidential candidate at the time I was in
Washington with him, so it was a very,
very exciting time for me.

MAINE: How did you get back to Maine?
THORNE: At the end of this ROTC ob

ligation, I had a choice to make. I decided
to come back here and to go into partner
ship with Gene Beaulieu, a friend and
fellow attorney. Maine is my home and it
felt like a good opportunity, like the right
time to come back. Our partnership merged
after some years with the Bangor firm of
Mitchell and Sterns. I've practiced law for
more than ten \ears now. I would've
pursued being a judge, but baseball has
interfered.

sent me through the University of Maine
School of Law in Portland. I graduated
from there in 1973, and then I owed the
Army four years. What I ended up doing
was working for the JAG Corps in the
Government Appellate Division in Wash
ington. I his group handled all the criminal
cases, worldwide, for the army.

MAINE: Tell us how \ou became involved
with the Maine Guides.
THORNE: My friend Jordan Kobritz
approached me. He was general partner
in the Guides, and he wondered if I w anted
to become involved in the organization as
a limited partner. I decided not only to
invest in the team as a limited partner, but
in the summer of 1984 I also took the time
off from my regular job to start a radio
network to carrj the Guides' games.
WPOR-AM, Portland, was our flagship
station, and Jordan and I had to find stations
willing to give up that evening space almost
every night from April to September, plus
find sponsors. The technical problems were
also our responsibility — in fact there wasn’t
anything w-e didn’t have to take care of
ourselves.

MAINE: What was that like?
THORNE: 1 he work was exceptionally

MAINE: How did that go for you?
THORNE: It turned out yve established

challenging for a lawyer right out of school,
bor instance, as one of mv first cases, I
headed up the government’s side in the
prosecution of Sergeant Major Higdon,
who during the previous ten years had
skimmed millions of dollars off the PX in
Vietnam and Thailand. It was a huge case,
requiring 6 months of work, tried en banglie
in front of a panel of 23 judges. I bis case

what was to become the largest radio
network of any minor league team. Part of
that success, of course, is due to the nature
of the state of Maine.

MAINE: What about after graduation?
THORNE: After graduation, the Arm}

MAINE: Had you broadcast baseball

before?
THORNE: Well, no, even though I had

been broadcasting since high school. Dur

ing high school, I had the weekend shifts
at WABI, covering sports, and during
college I played Top 40 on WMEB, here
on campus. At layv school in Portland, I
worked at WPOR, and in Washington, I
w as news anchor and assisted the play-byplay for the Washington Capitals hockey
team on WTOP. Of course, after I got
back to Maine from being in the Army,
the University of Maine had just reinstated
their hockey program, so I stepped in to
broadcast the games for WABI. The Guides
w ere my first chance to broadcast baseball.
I played first base on the UMaine team
freshman and sophomore years; I knew
the game. It also helped that I was a Red
Sox fan, and listened to Curt Gow'dy, yvho
lives somewhere in Newr England now,
broadcast all those Boston games. But doing
<?// of it was a baptism by fire.
MAINE: You got some coverage for this
venture in the media.
THORNE: Well, yes, there was an article
in the Boston Globe that summer, and one
appeared in Sports Illustrated \n the fall.
MAINE: When did you get hooked up
w ith the Mets?
THORNE: At the winter meetings in
Dallas that year. Peter Gammons of the
Boston Globe had written that article that
appeared in the summer on our coverage
of the Guides. Al Harazin, vice president
of the New' York Mets, needed a color
commentator to w'ork on radio with veteran
announcer Bob Murphy. He had seen the
Globe article, and he approached Peter at
the meetings, mentioned this need to him
and asked him to arrange a meeting yvith
me. This was the so-called “pajama meet
ing.” At about 10 o’clock one night, Peter
brought me to Al’s room where he was
w'orking, dressed ready for bed. After
talking for about 10 minutes, Al asked me
to submit a tape.

MAINE: How does it feel to yvork with a
w'orld champion team?
THORNE: I ,ast year’s Mets w'ere a team
destined to win. At spring training before
the season, the commitment was evident.
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INTERVIEW
The players verbalized it, made it plain to
each other, that the championship was not
going to get away for another year. That’s
what makes champions: really dedicated
commitment, on a really personal level.

on personalities mimics Hollywood. One
of the reasons these people in public life
tend to get involved in self-destructive
behavior is a rebellion against unfair
expectations.

THORNE: There’s a lot of satisfaction, a

lot of excitement. It’s great for the fans,
since they are so loyal. And I’m just happy
for the kids, the players.
MAINE: Did vou ever think a UMaine
squad would go as far as this one did?
THORNE: No reason not to; everyone
works hard enough. I remember so well
the team from 1980-81, when we were still
in the ECAC, and we were ranked as high
as fourth nationally. But when the team
makes the Hockey East playoffs and goes
on to the NCAA playoffs, it creates a
scheduling problem for me, since we start
spring training w ith the Mets March 1,
dow n in Florida. I have to get back to
broadcast the league play offs in the middle
of the month, then return to camp w here
we stay until the middle of April.
•F

MAINE: Can you give us a story?
THORNE: At the home opener at Shea

MAINE: And what about college athletics?
THORNE: I enjoy sports at both levels,

Stadium, pitcher Dwight Gooden and
outfielder Darryl Strawberry met each other
in the doorway of the clubhouse, and
spontaneously embraced. They stepped
right up and hugged each other. To me
that was just so perfect, showing the
dedication on a personal level that cham
pions must have. It's the dedication and
commitment of the individuals, that they
had all year long, that got them that
championship. It’s also a level of intensity
that is very difficult to maintain, and one
of the reasons it’s so hard to repeat as
champions.

but maybe especially college sports because
when it’s done right, there is a feeling of
innocence about the whole thing, more of
a “rah-rah” attitude surrounding the players
and the fans. You know, where fans support
the university’s program because of their
loyalty to the institution. It’s so important
to me that the kids playing out there are
supported. Maine hockey for me is fun and
enjoyable, and that's why I do it. Jack
Semler, the first coach of Maine hockey,
has a special place in my heart as someone
who keeps things in perspective. The first
rule for all participants is to have fun.

MAINE: Are you making a prediction
about the coming season?
THORNE: Not at all. But a lot of changes
in a club will cut into that intensity, vet
having no changes means there is no room
created for new blood or a fresh attitude—
or, it maintains the status quo.

MAINE: You've been broadcasting the
Maine hockey games for the entirety of its
modern era, since 1977. How does it feel
to go through a successful year like this
one?

MAINE: I understand you work out with

the team.
THORNE: I'll get to the park early, either

at home or on the road, and w'arm up and
work out with the team, in my team
uniform, 3 to 4 hours before a game.

In Our Family
Y)u’re Always Welcome.

MAINE: What about being in the big
leagues, with the ‘big guys’?
THORNE: Oh, believe me, it is a joy and
a thrill. There’s defimtelv the sense of
participating in history.
MAINE: Do you think some personalities
handle the glory better than others?
THORNE: Sure. Most of the players can
live their own life, which is important.
There’s no satisfaction when you try to
match others’ expectations.

MAINE: Meamngthe expectations of the

fans?
THORNE: Well, I mean, I am a fan, but

to me it is so clear that these are just a
bunch of guys working, who are successful
at what they do. Champions exist in the
purple haze of the fans' fantasy, the dream
of those w'ho don’t play that the game is
more than it really is. It’s an escape for the
fans, an unreal myth, where the emphasis

8 MAINE

MAINE: You said you were a Red Sox fan.
The World Series was a tough one for you
to cover then, wasn’t it?
THORNE: I did say that, but my loyalties
are with the Mets. I guess it’s hard to beat
a World Series betw een two favorite teams
that goes seven games for excitement. I
wish the Red Sox luck this year.

The Merrill Family of Banks
The Merrill Trust Company
With more than 50 offices in Maine

Member Fleet Financial Group

Member
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When it Comes to Charter Service

John T. Cyr & Sons Inc.
School Outings
Athletics
Picnics
Senior Citizens

Private Parties
Scout Trips
Clubs
Athletic Events
I

160 Gilman Falls Ave.
Old Town

SCHOOL BUS SERVICE
BUS RENTAL SERVICE
THOMAS BUS DEALER

827 - 2355
827-5286
Z /

SHEPARD MOTORS
U.S. Route 1
ROCKLAND, MAINE

DISCOVER
BANGOR’S
NEWEST
AND MOST
CONVENIENT
HOTEL

AUTHORIZED DEALER

WE ARE BANGOR’S
CLOSEST HOTEL TO
THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE

CHEVROLET - TOYOTA
CHRYSLER - DODGE
NISSAN
HONDA MOTORCYCLES

Sales - Parts - Service
Rentals - Leasing

"Quality Golden Rule Dealer"

TEL: (207) 594-8424

Full Service Restaurant
and Lounge
Beautifully decorated
traditional-style rooms
Color TV with Cable/HBO

Visit and Buy in

"Beautiful Mid-Coast Maine"
1

Roy Shepard '41

Comfort
Inn.

✓

• Function and Banquet
room facilities
• Just minutes from Downtown
Bangor and the airport
• Swimming pool, in-room
temperature control

750 Hogan Road, Bangor, ME
At the Bangor Mall, 1-95 • Exit 49
Call 942-7899 or 1-800-228-5150

THE HIGH LAWN
BED & BREAKFAST

The keepers of the High Lawn Bed & Breakfast warmly
invite you to stay with them during your neM instt
to Orono.
Arrive and perhaps take tea with die Coinstocks
m die comfort of their large and gracious living
room Spendyour afternoon Browsing in the antique
sliop or at die universityjust minutes away. In die

evening retire to your double or single loom
completely furnished in antiques In die monimg
rise to a full-size breakfast prepared by Betty
Lee herself.
The High Lawn Bed & Breakfast offers a visit
to Orono long remembered

CALL (207) 866-2272
193 Mam Street, Orono
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In Brief

UM Leaders
Meet To
Discuss
Cooperation
a Th,

is the first time

I
know of this ever happening,"
said University of Maine at
Machias president, Frederick
Reynolds, responding to a
University of Maine System
conference held in Rockport
in late March. Most university
administrators and teachers in
attendance agreed that such a
meeting was long overdue.
The conference, “Improv
ing the Quality of Under
graduate Education in the
University of Maine System,"
was attended bv over 160 educators. The keynote speaker
was Ernest Boyer, president
of the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teach
ing. Boyer’s book, Improving
the Quality of Undergraduate
Education, provided the basis
for the topics discussed at the
conference.
UM president Dale Lick
noted that his experience in
higher education in Georgia
made him familiar with how'
size and distance can affect
communications among a
state’s education leaders. “It
w'as critical to bring us together
at this time, to re-ask questions
on our performance and un
dergraduate education,” Lick
said.

Caribou
Population
Expanding
The University of Maine
caribou project is about to

10 MAINE

the halls of academia, the
University of Maine’s Office
of Special Programs on the
Bangor campus will help set
you on the right course.
A new program, the Career
Development Center, is nowin place w ithin UM’s Univer
sity' College to serve adults who
are unable to gam access to
regular daytime programs and
services of the university be
cause of family and work re
sponsibilities. All information
gathering is indiv iduahzed and
confidential.
For more information about
the program call 581-6192.

UM Research
Reveals
Dangers in
Workplace
I n recent years, labor statistics

An expecting mother? Members of the UM caribou project are
hoping that a good many females will have young this spring. But
since caribou do not show their pregnancy, they aren’t sure.

undergo a natural expansion.
During May a good many of
the 20 female caribou are
expected to have calves. Just
how many calves will be born,
however, is still unknown.
“It's going to be a surprise
to us," said Mark McCollough,
leader of the caribou reintro
duction project. “Caribou
don't show their pregnancy.”
During the time when the
female caribou will be giving
birth, no visitors will be per
mitted in the area because
stress could be fatal to the
calves. Visitors will be allowed
back for special viewings this
summer.
McCollough reported that
so far over 8,500 people have

seen the caribou during five
public viewings.
The young calves wnll be
allowed to stay with their
mother for a year. Plans are to
eventually release all the cari
bou to the wild, probably in
Baxter State Park.

New Center
Helps Adults
with Careers
If you want some direction
in making career decisions
before entering (or re-entering)

have show n that Maine is one
of the most dangerous states
in which to work.
But now a comparison anal
ysis of state and national labor
statistics by the University of
Maine Bureau of Labor Edu
cation has revealed that the
state’s total incidence rate for
occupational accidents, injuries, diseases and fatalities
was 58 percent greater than
the national rate in fiscal vear
1985-86.
In addition, the study of
occupational accidents and
injuries in the past fiscal year
found that the number of lost
workdays due to injuries or
illnesses in Maine was 72 per
cent higher than the national
rate. And the incidence rate
for lost workdays due to workrelated injuries per 100 work
ers was nearly 110 percent
greater in Maine than in the
nation.

i

(UM Film
'Wins History
Award
I

Th. American Association

of State and Local History has
presented its highest award,
an Award of Merit, to the
University of Maine for its film
restoration and widespread
public outreach of the 1930s
logging documentary “From
Stump to Ship.”
UM was'one of 23 AASLH
award recipients nationwide
this past year and one of only
two in New England. The
Award of Merit, granted in
recognition of exemplary ef
forts in projects in state and
local history, was presented
to Dorothy Schwartz, execu
tive director of the Maine
Humanities Council, on be
half of the university at the
association’s year-end regional
meeting.
The restoration project,
funded by a Maine Humani
ties Council grant and Cham
pion International Corp., was
undertaken by UM and the
Northeast Archives of Folk
lore and Oral History in 1985.
Since its premiere in Septem
ber, 1985 at UM, more than
10,000 people across Maine
have viewed the film made by
Machias lumberman Alfred
Ames to record the end of an
era in the logging industry.

of early man in Africa.
Just last August, Leakey and
Alan Walker discovered skull
bones on the banks of Kenya’s
Lake Turkana that are prob
ably over 2*4 million years old.
He told the MCA audience
that he is now convinced hu
man origins go back at least 5
million years. That opinion
has raised a debate in the
anthropology community.
Leakey’s talk was co-spon
sored b\ the Center for Early
Man and was supported by
the Maine National Bank.
Recent guest speakers at the University of Maine, Richard Leakey
(left) and Robert MacNeil.

Robert MacNeil
Visits Campus
^Robert MacNeil, the exec

utive editor and co-anchor of
“The MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour" visited the UMaine
campus in April to discuss the
influence of American media
on Canadian culture.
The lecture was sponsored
by UM’s Guest and Distin
guished Speaker series and the
Canadian-American Center,
in cooperation with the Maine
Public Broadcasting Network.

A Family Affair
P auline Davis, 67, of Plymouth claims attending the
University of Maine with her
daughter, Becky Landry, 43,
and granddaughter, Lori
Ireland, 22, both of New
port, makes her feel 20 years
younger.
The women bring their life
experiences as well as enthus
iasm for learning to the class
room, where they share ac
cumulated wisdom and insight
with other students of diverse
backgrounds and persuasions.
The biggest hurdle for both

Becky and Lori has been over
coming the fear of tests, but
their concern was evidently
unnecessary. Becky finished
the semester with all A’s, and
Lori was close behind with a
B4- average.
“I'm having a ball," said
Pauline, who isn't bothered
by tests. She took home an A
on her first paper for her class
in critical written expression.
All the women acknowledge
supportive and helping hus
bands as a boost to their edu
cational endeavors.

Richard Leakey
Draws Full House
at Campus
Lecture
A nthropologist

Richard

Leakey drew a full house of
over 1600 people at Hutchins
Concert Hall of the Maine
Center for the Arts (MCA)
on February 22. Leakey is
known around the world for
his discoveries of the bone relics

Mother Becky Landry, daughter Lori Ireland, and grandmother Pauline Davis attend class at University
of Maine.
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Laurie Johnston ’77, assistant vice president and personnel officer of the Merrill Trust
Company, Bangor, and Maine Mentor, with Melanie Jones ’90.

Maine Mentor Program
Links Students with Alumni
*-1?he University of Maine’s new Maine

Mentor Program offers an opportunity
to get “inside information" on careers of
interest by matching up students with
alumni who are working in those fields.
Maine Mentor’s network includes alumni
located in the greater Bangor and Portland
areas, Boston, New York City, and Wash
ington, D.C.
1 he number of “matches"— meetings
between a student and a mentor—has
grown from 17 last year, the first year of
the program, to 117 so far this year. The
Maine Mentor Program is based on a
successful program in operation at the
University of Vermont. It is sponsored
on the University of Maine campus bv
the Career Planning and Placement
Center and the Alumni Association. One
reason for the program’s increasing success,
according to its director Patty Counihan,
“is our ability to target potential mentors

12 MAINE

using information from the Alumni As
sociation. Nancy Dysart and Ken Bubar
of the association can provide us with
mailing lists organized by specific occu
pations. Our next mailing will be directed
to alumni who indicated they wanted to
help the program w'hen they returned
their directory questionnaires.’’
After an alumni has enrolled as a
mentor, they then wait for the students
referred to them by the program to make
contact and set up an appointment. In
many cases the meetings turn out to be
surprisingly enjoyable for mentors, w'ho
perhaps have an image of themselves at
the advisees’ age. The majority of mentors
have been favorably impressed with the
students who have sought them out.
Says Timothy O’Connor ’80, assistant
treasurer at Merrill Trust Company, “The
student was well-dressed, well-prepared,
and very attentive. It is refreshing to

meet young people who want to plan
their future rather than take whatever
comes their way."
Of his experience, account executive
Bob Gordon ’84, of WCSH-TV, Port
land, says, “This program is terrific! I
congratulate those students who are moti
vated enough to take part in the program.
Also my hat goes off to the CP&P office
for providing this option to UM students."
“The program has seemed to hit a
chord among alumni," says Coumhanyremarking on the w ilhngness of alumni
to get involved. “What we have to work
harder at is encouraging students to come
see us before the final hour."
Seniors are the students most inclined
to participate in Maine Mentors, and
Coumhan and her colleagues have devel
oped a series of strategies to encourage
underclassmen to take advantage of the
bountiful resources available from alumni.
“We do class presentations, we distri
bute our brochure, and w e address dorm
groups and clubs," she says, “but the
problem is that the students in those
other classes have no sense of urgency
that impells them to seek advice."
The Mentors are professionals from
many fields, and the program office finds
their needs changing as students are
attracted to different occupations.
“We could use more mentors who work
in corporate communications, public
relations, and investment banking. Right
now w e need someone w ho is a paralegal.
We are looking also for people in specific
health fields, including occupational
therapy and physical therapy. Marketing
is alw ays popular." Despite these specific
needs, Coumhan stresses that mentors
w ho have yet to hear from students should
not be discouraged.
The stated goal of the Maine Mentor
Program is to advise those with career
questions, not to place job applicants.
But a successful match between a mentor
and a student has led to employment
more than once. Says Coumhan, “Men
tors may provide job placement assistance,
but it’s not what they’re there for. We are
as thrilled as anyone, though, when a
student finds a good job, and feel gratified
if we’ve been able to help. Our best stories
are those w'here students use the pro
gram, are lucky enough to find jobs with
the help of a Mentor, and then become
Mentors themselves."

By Jean Leach

*38 Class Gift
Enhances Maine
Art Collection
By Jean Leach

"W^orkirig closely with the Alumni
Association, the Class of 1938 is raising
funds for the largest class gift ever bestowed
on the University of Maine. It all started
in the spring of 1986, when Robert Venn
Carr, Jr. phoned Robert Fuller, class
president, and challenged his class to
raise §300,000 for the University7 of Maine
Art Collection. For his part, he agreed
to double-match each gift through a gift
of art.
The twentieth-century American and
European prints which Mr. Carr is giving
represent the most important gift ever
made to the Art Collection. The Art
Collection was begun in 1946, and in
cludes over 4,500 paintings, sculptures,
drawings, and prints. It is the second
largest collection of the New England
land-grant colleges, with the most exten
sive exhibition schedule of the same.
Carr’s collection has representative
examples of the major movements in
twentieth-century art from the major
artists. We all may recognize the names
Stella, Picasso, Braque, Miro, and
Warhol, whose works will now be pro
perty of the university. deKooning,
Rollwitz, Dine, Penck, and Rosenquist
are not quite so well known, yet, accord
ing to David Ebitz, curator of the Collec
tion, they are significant in the art world:
“A.R. Penck right now is one of the
hottest artists in printmaking. It is not
really logical how some artists’ works are
valued so highly over others, but the Art
Collection is benefiting tremendously
by the generosity of Robert Carr and the
hard work of the Class of 1938.”
Carr is working in conjunction with
Ebitz, continuing to collect prints, with
the idea in mind that the university will
be the ultimate beneficiary.
"Mr. Carr is extremely well-net
worked,” says Ebitz, citing the example
of a recent series of prints by British

“Picasso Goes to Heaven,” Red Grooms, 1976

•»

citizen David Hockney which were made
using a photocopying machine capable
of reproducing in color. Also an example
of the uneven distribution of value in
art, these prints were limited and highly
sought after. “Because of his contacts in
London, he was able to obtain two of
these works of art.”
Carr graduated from Maine prepared
to be a highway engineer, but made his
living w ith a series of insurance agencies
and travel agencies. He began to collect
art about 3J6 years ago, focussing on
prints to help fill the empty walls in his
new Florida condominium. He was fur
ther inspired after viewing the travelling
collection of Michael and LoisTorf w hen
it was exhibited in the Williams College
galleries in Williamstown, MA in the
summer of 1984.
“This show got me to broaden my
vista from singularly contemporary prints
to include pop art and cubist pieces, for
instance. I originally was looking for
something between decor and fine art,
but with time my enthusiasm grew' and I
became more interested in expanding
the scope of mv collecting. When the
collection got to a certain size, I had to
think about where it all might end up.
The University of Maine was my first
thought.”
The highest priority for the class’s gift
is using §10,000 to upgrade the current
storage facilities at Carnegie Art Gallery,
including boxes, cabinets, and installation
•r

of a halon 1301 fire extinguishing system.
Adequate storage is v ital because the art
in the Collection is hung all over campus,
and it fades over 5 or 10 years due to the
destructive power of ultraviolet light.
The Collection's inventory wull also be
computerized, using research and photog
raphy also made possible by the gift. A
catalogue of the collection is planned in
w hich the class will receive recognition.
Preservation and conservation, security,
lighting, and the Collection’s acquisition
endow ment all will profit from the class
gift.
The class is about a third of the way to
its goal, according to class president Robert
Fuller of Portland:
“We got off to an excellent start, with
§90,000 in cash and pledges by the end
of February’. David Ebitz is a go-getter.”
The pow'er of money to make money
is evident in the art department’s plans
for seeking and using grants to further
more projects. The university on the
strength of the incoming gift has already
earmarked §15,000 from this year’s budget
to improve the computer system. The
National Endowment for the Arts will
match half of the money raised by the
class, and a double-match is sought from
the same group for the value of Carr’s
gift. The Art Collection is fresh in this
business of fund-raising, but through good
advice they are benefitting us all.
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Rising
Sea
By Charles Home

Th. is a story about two powerful forces
that are headed for a collision. People
and nature are both closing in on the
Maine shoreline from opposite directions.
Eventually, something’s got to give.
In the past fifteen years, Maine’s
population has grown steadily, especially
along the Southern Maine coast. Develop
ments in such places as Old Orchard
Beach have progressed to the large beach
front condominium stage.
In a similar period, monitoring along
Maine’s ocean beaches has shown a rise
in the sea level that could eventually
jeopardize beachfront development from
York to Sagadahoc Counties.
“W e simply do not know how much
the sea level will change in the next five,
ten, or one hundred years,” says Dr. L.K.
(Ken) Fink, associate professor of Ocean
ography and Geological Sciences at the
University of Maine.
But Fink is convinced that the “green
house effect,” a detectable worldwide
warming trend, caused by increased
carbon dioxide and water vapor (from
burning fossil fuels) in the atmosphere,
guarantees higher sea levels in Maine
and elsewhere.
“Projections for the next one hundred
years have varied from just inches to
eleven feet higher for sea levels,” Fink
says, “and that uncertainty alone has to
be disturbing to beachfront developers.”
Fink is devoting part of his busy
schedule to finding out as much as he
can about Maine’s seaside beaches and
the complex ecosystem that makes them
function. A resident of Walpole (with
his wife Joan and three children), Fink,
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Associate professor of oceanography and geological sciences, Kenneth Fink.

“Projections for the next 100 years have varied
from just inches to 11 feet higher for sea levels,
and that uncertainty alone has to be disturbing
to beachfront developers."

50, regularly conducts research at the
Darling Center, teaches oceanography
at the Orono campus, and coordinates
the University’s oceanography program.
And each month, he visits four Maine
beaches to monitor sea levels and analyze
sand, vegetation, and the topography.
In addition, Fink is regularly asked to
consult the Maine Department of Envi
ronmental Protection on various proposed
beachfront developments.
“As a rule, I oppose major beachfront
developments, preferring to see new
buildings no closer than 200 feet from
the shore. I also believe that sea walls
and breakwaters are harmful to the beach
environment, and should not be con
sidered an effective antidote to the effects
of rising waters.”
Ken Fink’s conclusions about Maine’s
beaches are neither reached nor rendered
with passionate ‘environment-for-envi*

ronment's sake' fervor. He firmly believes
that beaches are a highly delicate land
form, a transitional region and meeting
place for a wide range of natural phen
omena.
“To understand what’s happening to
sea levels worldwide,” Fink notes, “it is
not a matter of more sunlight reaching
the earth’s surface, but rather the back
radiation of existing sunlight from the
earth’s surface to the atmosphere. The
increased carbon dioxide and water vapor
in the sky absorbs more of the infra-red
waves from back-radiated sunlight. This
in turn heats the atmosphere, warms the
earth, melts more polar ice, and creates
higher sea levels.”
But if the changes in beach sea levels
were merely a matter of the “greenhouse
effect,” predicting future sea levels might
be easier, according to Fink.
“The beaches themselves are constantly

I
changing, and very gradually are moving
landward on their own,” he notes.
The changes in Maine’s beaches are
the result of winds and waves that move
sand —pile it inward and erode it out
ward-according to the seasons, weather
systems, and tidal situations.
“The constant movement of Maine’s
fine-grained beach sand is accompanied
by the movement and covering of decom
posing seaside vegetation, which helps
to fertilizj^nearby land,” Fink notes. “The
overalpeffect is that gradually beach sand
moves inward, and the beach itself is
simply further inland than it used to
be.”
?
Fink emphasizes that this process
produces a very slow inward movement
of the beach. “This alone will not cause
water to encroach upon seaside develop
ment, but the seaside development inter
feres with this natural and beneficial
process and further complicates the poten
tial effect of rising sea levels from the
warming atmosphere.”
In spite of the uncertainties in predict
ing future sea level changes on Maine’s
beaches, Fink believes that the proba
bility of a 100 year, eleven-foot increase
is quite low. “If I were to hazard a guess,
I would project a rise of I/2 to 2/> feet
over the next hundred years.”
That less drastic projection does not
alter Fink’s opinion of beachfront devel
opment. “It is important to minimize
development to avoid more sewer and
water lines and pressures to build sea
walls,” he says. “I would allow develop
ment outside the beach and its environs,
while advising that existing beachfront
structures be elevated on posts to protect
them from encroaching water. Posts are
the least disruptive structure for a beach
environment.”
F ink expects to be researching the sea
level problem for a long time. With reg
ular visits to Ogunquit, Goose Rocks in
Kennebunkport, Sea Wall Beach in
Phippsburg, and Popham Beach, he
believes his sample monitoring is provid
ing a good representation of the Southern
Maine coast and its sea level problems.
And with the pressures for develop
ment on the beaches mounting, Fink
expects to be constantly examining and
re-examining this confrontation between
people and nature on Maine’s scenic
beaches.

A sketch of Maine’s proposed laboratory building for environmental chemistry and surface
science and technology.

Trustees Approve New
Science Building
jA new building to house the labora
tories of the Environmental Chemistry
Group and those of the Laboratory' for
Surface Science and Technology’ (LASST)
at the University of Maine will provide a
major resource for the two nationally
and internationally recognized research
programs.
The UM System Board of Trustees
approved the $3 million construction
project at its March 26 meeting in Presque
Isle.
The 25,000-square foot building, to
be located off Grove Street adjacent to
Allagash Road and the UM woodland
preserve, will house two of the university's
significant research units.
“Both entities are among our most
prominent and potentially most successful
programs,” UM president Dale Lick said.
“In part, they represent some of the best
high-technology applications existing
anywhere in the state.”
As an example, he cited the LASST
state-of-the-art equipment, which includes
instruments found in few places through
out the U.S. and some that are one-of-akind.
“The environmental chemistry pro
gram will have major applications for
future problem areas for Maine, including
specific concerns dealing with acid rain,”
he added.
LASST and the environmental chem
istry program, broadly recognized for
their work, link UM with scientists and
research institutions worldwide.

The programs also play a role in the
state's economic growth by providing
laboratory facilities and faculty expertise
to high-technology companies seeking
to locate research and development
activities or expand current efforts.
The project will be financed from three
sources: $500,000 from a U.S. Department
of Education Academic Facilities Program
grant and other currently available funds;
a $1 million capital fund drive; and a
Ioan of $1.5 million to be repaid over 10
years w ith money generated by campus
research activities.
The activities of the tw'o groups are
presently carried out in several campus
buildings. Although their research areas
differ, both require some common analyt
ical and computer facilities that can be
shared.
The new building will be a steel frame
and steel beam structure, with masonry'
exterior, wood rafters and a fiberglass or
asphalt pitched roof. It is designed for
coordination of laboratory w'ork, efficient
use and future expansion. Construction
is expected to begin in the late spring or
early this summer, with completion
anticipated in the summer of 1988.
LASST is a multidisciplinary basic
research and training resource. Faculty
and graduate students from chemistry,
physics and chemical and electrical
engineering work to develop, characterize
and understand new materialsand meth
ods of analysis for application in surface
science technology.
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Gavett Named Coach
of the Year
Jeter Gavett ’73, head coach of the

successful University of Maine women’s
basketball team, is the New England
Coach of the Year for the second time in
the last three seasons. Selected by Division
I coaches in New England, those voting
represented five leagues including Atlan
tic 10, the Big East, Seaboard Conference,
Ivy League, and Metro Atlantic Con
ference.
Gavett is in his fourth year leading the
women’s program, and was New England
Coach of the Year in 1984-85 when he
guided Maine to its first 20-win season
ever. He was a runner-up in the voting
last year as the team wrent 22-7. Gavett is
the only District I coach w ho has been
nominated for Coach of the Year more
than once in the last three years. He w as
also one of eight finalists for the Converse
National Coach of the Year Award,
presented at the women’s Final Four in
Austin, Texas.
This season Gavett led the Black Bears
to a 24-4 record, the most wins in the
program’s history. Maine also finished
the year ranked among the top 12 teams
in the country in six different statistical
categories, including rebound margin in
w'hich they led the nation.

Eric Weinrich Honored

Members of the Maine swim team cheer a teammate on to victory.

Sophomoredefenseman Eric Weinrich
of the University of Maine hockey team
was selected to the AHCA-Titan All
America team this winter.
Weinrich, a native of Gardiner, Maine,
was selected to the second team in ballot
ing which included coaches in the Hockey
East and ECAC leagues. Eric finished
the season with 12 goals and 32 assists for
44 points, helping his teammates to the
Black Bears’ first NCAA tournament
berth in the 10-year history of the pro
gram.
In the opening round of the NCAA
tourney, Maine traveled to Michigan State
to face the defending national champions.
Despite playing extremely well in both
games of the tw'o-game, total-goals series,
the Black Bears were defeated by the
Spartans 11-5.
For Maine, the 1986-87 season will be
remembered as the year the hockey

program turned around. The Bears
improved their record from 11-28-1 last
season to 24-16-2 this year. The team's
accomplishments include its NCAA
berth, being a finalist in the Hockey
East tournament, a seventh-place ranking
in theyear-end NCAA poll, and winning
more games than any Maine team in
eight years of Division I hockey. Maine
head coach Shawn Walsh gave his team a
great deal of credit. “I can’t tell you how
proud I am of this team,” said Walsh.

Maine Women Swim
To Victory
* J he University of Maine’s women’s
swim team w'ound up a most successful

season by winning the New' England
Women’s Intercollegiate Swimming and
Diving Championships for the second
straight year, and the third time in four
years. The team was 9-1 for the season.
Senior Wendy Peddie was awarded
the Kay Fromer Trophy as the outstand
ing senior swimmer at the championships
in Springfield, MA. Peddie won 2 indi
vidual gold medals and shared in tw'o
more as a member of the 400 medley and
400 freestyle relay teams. Maine’s Maria
Coomaraswamy won the Charlie Batter
man Award for the top senior diver, as
she won 2 bronze medals in the 1- and
3-meter diving events.
Other gold medals were w'on by Laura
Negri, 200 butterfly, and Meg Briselden,
200 backstroke. The Black Bears finished
74.5 points ahead of their nearest rival,
Northeastern.
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Oscar Whalen ’19
By Ann Munch

Condensed from an article in Maine Lawyers
Review.
orn on April 21, 1896, Oscar L.

Whalen was admitted to the Bar
of the State of Maine in 1923. Today, at
the age of 90, he has practiced law for 63
years. With the exception of his schooling
and six months’ service in Europe in
1922, he has lived all his life in the far
eastern seacoast city of Eastport.
Whalen was tickled when I asked him
if his family came from Eastport. “You
might say I’m an Eastporter.” He is the
fifth generation to live in his family house,
built in 1812. It is called the “Livermore
House,” after his mother’s family. His
uncles were lawyers, and his father was
in the dry goods business.
One of the most influential events in
Whalen’s life happened in August of
1906. “When as a small boy I was riding
on a wood-truck being horse driven across
the railroad tracks,” Whalen says, “it
came into collision with a boxcar freight
tram. As I was thrown and was lying
between the rails under the many, many
boxcars, my right leg was crushed and
later amputated below the knee. This
affected my life thereafter, although I
feel I overcame the handicap.” Whalen
added, “Kidscan get used to anything. I
wandered all over Europe and the United
Oscar Whalen ’19 in
States, but wouldn’t let the loss of my
leg limit me.”
Whalen wanted to be a lawyer because
in all kinds of college activities, the college
his favorite uncle, Lincoln Hamlin
weekly paper, the Campus, was business
Newcomb, was a lawyer. His mother’s
manager of the college annual book,
brother-in-law was a trial lawyer in
worked on class calendars, the handbook
Eastport, served in the Maine legislature,
for freshmen, and other projects.
and for many years was Municipal Court
“When the First World War broke
Judge.
out, I couldn’t qualify for military service,
Whalen entered the University of so I joined the International YMCA.
Maine in 1915 and graduated in the
They sent me up to Norwich University
Class of 1919 with a degree in economics
at Northfield, Vermont, an old crack
and history. “I guess I majored in joining
military school. The college turned over
student clubs and working for campus
part of the library to me for a youth
organizations,” he laughed. “I was active
center, and I made it a place for the

Faith Webster

B

his Eastport office.

college boys taking the officer’s training
course to loaf, or sit around and talk
while off duty. We had movies for the
corps once a week, plus the usual YMCA
program for military camps.”
Whalen got in a year of law school at
the U niversity of Maine, before that law
school was closed at the end of the war.
He completed his legal studies at Boston
University Law School, graduating in
June of 1922. He was immediately ap
proached by the International YMCA.
They said, “You worked at the University
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of Maine, you worked at Norwich Uni
versity, and when at Boston University
Law School you represented the Law
School on the Student Council, and you
also put out the Law School annual book
. . . we want you to represent those three
colleges on a YMCA European Student
Relief Program." He was part of a group
of 25 college students, and the job was
to visit colleges in Europe to determine
their financial needs, then to distribute
6.5 million dollars in aid. A small part of
the money was contributed by American
college students all over the United States,
but the bulk was given by John D.
Rockefeller.
Whalen had passed the bar exams
following his summer in Europe. Then,
after lecturing in Maine high schools,
normal schools, and colleges promoting
the Student Relief Program, he went to
the Superior Court in Dover-Foxcroft
on the morning of March 13, 1923. “I
was admitted to the Bar of Maine, at
about 10:30 in the morning,” Whalen
says. “I then got on a train and traveled
over to Augusta and the state capital,
and reported to Governor Percival Baxter
who, after a short interview, appointed
me Eastport Municipal Court Judge at
6:30 p.m. I had never tried a case! It was
politics and strong Republican friends.
I was a big frog in a little pool in Eastport,
you see.”
When Whalen took up his judgeship
and at the same time began his law
practice —something you could do in
those days—conditions were different.
“When I started practicing law in East
port, automobiles were just becoming
common in Washington County, and it
was kind of an adventure to get to any
out-of-town court. They held jury court
in Calais, at the eastern end of the county,
and also held court at Machias, at the
western end, because travel was so
difficult. Many still traveled by teams of
horses. It was quite a hazardous task,
w'ith the poor roads and autos the way
they were then, to travel even from
Machias to Eastport.” His office in
Eastport was 45 miles from that county
courthouse.
Whalen preferred to travel by train.
“We would leave Eastport at half past
six in the morning and get to Machias
about nine o’clock, perhaps walk up to
the courthouse, or take a team. You’d
stay at court and at the Machias hotel all
day until seven o’clock, then you’d get
on the train at half past seven out of
Machias, and it would take you back to
Eastport by half past nine at night. The
easiest thing (sometimes) was to stay at a
Machias hotel for a week for your court

18 MAINE

stars and stripes mean justice and equality
for all,’ or loudly proclaiming, ‘The
Constitution that protects your rights is
the grandest document ever struck off
by man, that protects you against these
sheriffs and deputy sheriffs,’ or ‘This
great nation was saved by the sacrifices
of the Men in 4 Blue.’ You don’t hear
that
•
excited, flag-waving rhetoric anymore!
Lawyers have gotten more respect for
the facts.”

f

scar Whalen

O

Oscar Whalen in 1922

“You don’t hear that excited
flag-waving rhetoric any
more! Lawyers have gotten
more respect for the facts.”

cases, rather than travel back and forth
daily by train.”
He recalls how the lengthy travel
process promoted friendships among
attorneys. “When I lived with my uncle,
we’d have attorneys from the western
part of the county come and stay over
night. Or they’d come down, stop at the
house for dinner, and take the ferry to
Lubec . . . Attorneys were then more
together as a club or group. You had to
hang around waiting for the train, so
you’d sit around the hotel and talk to
attorneys. You’d go up to the court, stay
around the courthouse. There wasn’t a
big rush then as now. Today, you drive
over to District or Superior Court, get
your case over, get in your car, and drive
home.”
“In those days, lawyers were more
orators, shouting to the jury, ‘Under
the great American system where the

married

Fannie

Stevenson, also of Eastport, in
1924. She died in 1974. They had th
children.
Whalen served 17 years as Municipal
Judge in Eastport, until 1940 when
Governor Lewis Borrows appointed
him County Attorney for Washington
County. Whalen was then elected for
two additional terms. He enjoys the
human aspects of law practice, and
certainly his varied work in the legal
profession has exposed him to all the
troubles into which people get them
selves.
At the same time he said, “I refuse to
take the life of law too seriously. You
can’t; there is too much sorrow in many
cases.”
There were aspects of the County
Attorney’s job he found frustrating. “The
police would bring in a young fellow,
you give him a talking to. Then three
months later you go to court, and there
the young fellow would be, back again
for doing something criminal. That was
the discouraging part of being a County
Attorney —too many repeat customers,
usually young fellows.” In 1925, he
returned to private practice.
Whalen believes human beings are
responsible for their choices. Referring
to increased crime today, he said, “I
don’t think parents today use enough
influence, and pound into their young
people the rules of life. If you play
baseball, there are rules you have got to
follow: you have three strikes, you don’t
have four. It’s the same old problem. I
don’t think parents realize the critical
influence they have on their children.”
It is a matter of pride to Whalen that
four generations of clients have come to
him. He is now, however, lightening his
case load. His daughter has told him,
“Don’t work afternoons . . . tell your
clients you’re only open from 9:00 to
12:00.” “Sometimes,” says Whalen, “I
cheat and keep on working to clean up
some case. I do enjoy keeping busy, and
I feel I can still help people as a lawyer.”

The denim look

Looking hip in multi-design pants and shirt, Swatch, and
elf boots. This young woman will never be caught in
jams.
I

Jams, denim,
clamdiggers, elf
boots, cardigan
sweaters, sunglasses,
and spiked hair—
it’s all part of the
1987 spring fashion
scene at the Univer
sity of Maine.
Photos by John Baer
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Taking a snooze on a sunny spring day, dressed in denim jacket, and ever-present jams and
sunglasses
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Dressed for an evening of study in the Eogler Library in flats, clamdiggers, hip-length cardigan, and pearls
/

The natural look: long skirt, hip-length coat, knapsack, two pairs of
socks, laced leather boots

Generra tee shirt, Bermuda shorts and Converse
high tops, right; Peasant skirt, hip length cardigan,
and flats, left
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aine, like every college campus in America, was deeply
affected by the war in Vietnam. On campus there were
debates and anti-war demonstrations. At the same
time young men were being trained for war in ROTC or actually
being drafted out of the classroom.
We don’t know how many Maine alumni served in Vietnam,
but the number is considerable. They were grunts, nurses,
artillerymen, door gunners, medics, clerks, intelligence officers,
pilots, and sailors. Some went after graduation, others returned
to UMaine to get their education after the war. Some came back
as patriotic as they left — others came back and joined the anti
war movement. Some returned, put the experience behind
them, and moved on to successful careers—others are still struggling
to come to grips with what they saw and did. In the following
pages we present just a sampling of those UMaine alumni
stories.
Unfortunately, not all Maine graduates who served in Southeast
Asia made it back alive. There has never been a complete
accounting of University of Maine graduates who died in Vietnam,
but a recognition of those UMaine graduates we know were
killed in the war is long overdue.

M

The Alumni Association Remembers Those Who Died
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Walter L. Hall, Class of 1961
James Michael McDonough, Jr., Class of 1961
William Francis Callinan, Class of 1953
Thomas Edward Merchant Gray, Jr., Class of 1964
Alan Harry Zimmerman, Class of 1965
Dana Leon Gerald, Class of 1964
^4;
Paul Lewis Stimpson, Class of 1965
Stephen Winfield Davis, Class of 1965
Thomas Bernard Ferguson, Class of 1965
Stanton Richard Dyke, Class of 1967
'
Gilford Frank Dashner, Class of 1968
Arthur James Elliot, Class of 1956
Theodore Glenn Drew, Class of 1969
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Turning “Hell” into a
Positive Experience
Joe DeGrasse ’82 Finally Came
to Grips with Vietnam. Now He Helps
Fellow Vets Deal with the Experience.
By Jim Frick
n 1966, four years after graduating

I

studied hard, ended up at the top of his
from Orono High School Joe De class and was chosen to be an instructor.
Grasse ’82 received his draft notice. AtBut all of DeGrasse’s efforts to avoid the
the time he had a good job with the war were for naught. As his first year in
Maine State Department of Transporta the Army drew to a close he received his
tion and was thinking about getting orders for Vietnam.
married. The one thing he did not want
During that first year in the Army
to do was to end up in Vietnam.
DeGrasse had married and when the
To avoid his worst fear, DeGrasse orders for Vietnam arrived his wife was
enlisted in the Army so that he could 5*4 months pregnant.
have some choice in his assignment. While
“If she had been six months pregnant,
he was going through advanced training I would not have had to go,” DeGrasse
in artillery maintenance he was told that says with a little cynicism about Army
if he finished at the top of his class, he rules and regulations. He left for Vietnam
might stay on as an instructor. That was knowing he would not see his new baby
all the incentive DeGrasse needed. He until many months after she was born.
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In Vietnam DeGrasse was assigned to
an artillery maintenance unit in Quinhon.
After three months he was sent to replace
an artillery repairman at a fire support
base of the 1st Air Cavalry. Fire support
bases were temporary artillery positions
used to support infantry units in the
field.
“The man I replaced was wounded in
a mortar attack,” DeGrasse remembers.
“I saw him as he was coming in and I
was going out. I recognized him as a
former trainee of mine.”
DeGrasse says he was much appreci
ated by the field artillery unit he was
attached to, “because I kept the guns
firing.” On the other hand he makes no
bones about the fact that he was scared
the whole time he was there.
“Almost every time we went out to a
fire support base for artillery repairs, we
were hit with something,” DeGrasse says,
“mines, mortars, sniper fire, whatever.
It was crazy. I remember one time we
drove into a base that had almost nothing
for a perimeter. Bullets were flying
everywhere and my head was tucked
down near the radio in the vehicle. I
couldn’t believe it when I looked behind
me and there was our officer sitting up
looking for someone to shoot with his
little .45.
“But I lived a charmed life in Vietnam.
The day after I was pulled out of the
field with malaria, my unit was overrun
by enemy troops. Another time we were
on the move and both the vehicles in
front of me and behind me hit road
mines, but my vehicle slipped right
through.”
Despite the “charmed life” the war
took a toll physically and emotionally
on DeGrasse. Most notably he suffered
from malaria, exposure to Agent Orange
and disillusionment over the United
States’ involvement in Southeast Asia.
“I didn’t want to go to Vietnam, but I
originally believed in the cause of the
war and in the Domino Theory,” De
Grasse says. “But I saw a lot that was
going on there in a year, and I developed
the impression that we couldn't possibly
win the war. I saw that the war was an
economic and political ploy in which
the common soldiers were the pawns.”
When DeGrasse was discharged from
the army he returned to his old job at
the Department of Transportation. Iron
ically, that job turned out to be more
hazardous for him than his dodging
bullets, mines, and mortars in Vietnam.
At the Transportation Department,
DeGrasse worked with chemicals. Those
chemicals caused a severe kidney problem
that almost cost DeGrasse his life.

“For three long years it was touch
and go,” DeGrasse says. “I was told that
the condition was terminal.”
DeGrasse’s problem was not helped
I by his exposure to Agent Orange in
Vietnam. The doctors in Boston told
him that the normal treatments were
not working.
“I spent a year feeling sorry7 for myself,”
DeGrasse says. “I was on the verge of
i suicide.”
(
But DeGrasse hadn’t survived the hell
of Vietnam to die a decade later of an
occupational hazard. Through what he
describes as self-hypnosis, meditation,
and a positive attitude he proved the
medical experts wrong and recovered
(Among the people who taught him
self-healing techniques was a Penobscot
Indian from Indian Island).
With a second chance and a new
outlook on life, DeGrasse decided to
find a more challenging occupation. That
meant going to college at an age when
most people were well settled in their
careers. But there was one big problem —
he had not taken a college preparatory
program in high school and even in a
general studies program he says he got
only average grades.
“I couldn’t get into the University of
Maine,” DeGrasse says. “So I started at
Bangor Community College (now Uni
versity College). I did well at BCC and
eventually transferred into the Child
Development and Family Relations
Program at Maine.”
And the Orono Vietnam vet who could
not originally get into UMaine ended
up graduating from the university with
“Highest Distinction," in 1982.
Not long after DeGrasse finished at
Maine, the Bangor Vietnam Vet Center
opened in Bangor, and they were looking
for a temporary counselor. DeGrasse
applied and got the job.
“Becoming a counselor of Vietnam
veterans put the whole Vietnam exper
ience in perspective,” DeGrasse says.
“It became a turning point for me —
turning what was a totally negative
experience into a positive one. For me,
Vietnam was hell. I never talked about
it to my wife or anyone. When I was
going to the university no one ever knew
I had served in Vietnam. What I realized
as a counselor was that I had suffered a
mild case of Post Traumatic Stress Dis
order (PTSD). I was alienated, I didn’t
communicate, I drank (DeGrassestopped
drinking in 1977), and I had sleep
problems and nightmares. But now
having gone through all of that I realized
I could understand and help the people
I was counseling.”

Joe DeGrasse (far left) with members of his artillery unit at a fire support base in Vietnam
in September, 1966.

“Becoming a counselor of Vietnam veterans
put the whole Vietnam experience in
perspective. It became a turning point for
me —turning what was a totally negative
experience into a positive one. ”
“The statistics were compelling,”
DeGrasse notes. “Vets had higher rates
of suicide, substance abuse, unemploy
ment, homelessness, and marital prob
lems. In addition, many combat vets
were suffering from severe depression,
traumatic flashbacks, sleep difficulties,
nightmares, and low self-esteen —all
symptoms of PTSD.”
Of course veterans from all wars have
eGrasse talks about the problems suffered from trauma. The difference in
Vietnam DeGrasse notes, is that in other
wars, soldiers suffered from the shock
of vets with both compassion and
on the battlefield, not years later as with
conviction. But although he has endless
understanding and patience in dealing Vietnam vets.
with an individual vet’s problem, he has
“In Vietnam, soldiers knew they were
little understanding or patience in dealing only there for a year,” DeGrasse says,
with the seemingly insensitive bureau “so they numbed their emotions and
hung on. But the trouble was that the
cracy of the United States government.
emotional trauma of combat resurfaced —
According to DeGrasse, it wasn't until
1978 that the government even recog they had to eventually come to grips
nized that Vietnam vets were having with what they had seen and done.”
readjustment problems and finally estab
DeGrassc says that the problem was
compounded by the total lack of relished the vet center program.

The vets who came to the vet center
liked DeGrasse. They felt he was helping
them. After his temporary position was
over a group of them marched on Senator
William Cohen's office and said, “we
want Joe here.”
The vets got their wish —DeGrasse
stayed, and is now the “team leader” of
the Bangor Vet Center.

D
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adjustment when the vets returned from
the war.
“Vets were out of the jungle and back
in their homes a few days later,’' DeGrasse
says. “There was also no pride in what
they had done. They had taken part in
the war that America lost. They didn’t
feel good about themselves. No one
wanted to talk about what they had
done. So many vets tucked it away. Later
all the hurt, grief and anger came out.”
At the Bangor Vet Center, DeGrasse
and his co-workers serve about 300 new
vets a year. Since the center opened in
1982 they have counseled over 1600 men
and women.
“And we haven’t even scratched the
surface,” DeGrasse says. “We just don’t
have the resources to get out and help
those vets in the northern and eastern

counties. We have just two counselors
to cover this whole area of Maine. There
are vets who desperately need help in
Washington and Aroostook counties, but
we just can’t reach them. In a way it’s
just like Vietnam, we aren’t being allowed
to fight the war.”
DeGrasse says that vets come to him
when they have hit rock bottom and
finally acknowledge their problems.
And that it is happening more since
the Academy Award winning movie
“Platoon” was released.
“The movie has the effect of forcing a
lot of vets to deal with their experiences,”
DeGrasse says. “We’ve been busy since
it came out.”
And as for the criticism about the
movie exaggerating w hat really happened
in Vietnam, DeGrasse counters by noting

that he has clients who went through
everything the movie depicts in their
one year tour of duty.
The Bangor Vet Center is scheduled
to close in 1989. Preparing for that reality,
DeGrasse and his staff are trying hard to
educate the local counseling commun
ity to the problems of vets so they can
eventually take over the job.
Until that time however, Joe DeGrasse
will continue dealing with the problems
of a war that he originally wanted no
part of, but which for 20-plus years
has played a profound role in his life.
“I can’t think of a tougher job,” .
DeGrasse says. “But I believe strongly
in w’hat I'm doing. I feel good about
myself.”

Robert Farley "67

Remembrance of a Real-Life Hero
few drinks, we figured out that he w ould
have to remain in the Navy for the next
632 years to pay them back.
I also heard of the exploits of Maine
alumnus Lt. Danny Severson 72 getting
gut-shot and picking up a medal or two,
and Lt. Johnny Dorsey at Camp Zeon.
But the stories that really infatuated me
were those I heard about Lt. Robert
Farleyr, Phi Kap, 1967, in the Central

“Bobby was the bravest,
most unselfish soldier
we ever met. ”
Highlands. Bob wasn't killed in action,
but he did die of causes related to the
Vietnam War. He died of stomach cancer
in 1976 caused by his exposure to Agent
Orange.
Ry James Butler '66
Among the Special Forces in the
Central Highlands, Bob was legendary.
n my four years in Vietnam, I ran
He was in the Transportation Corps and
into only two UMaine alumni. Bruce saved the lives of manv of the men in the
somebody w’ho was flying cargo air camps where helicopters couldn’t or
craft for the Air Force and crazv Lt.wouldn’t go. He pushed his truck or
Paul Ringwood who w’as flying fast trucks into Plei Me, Plei D’Jerang, Dak
movers for the Navy out of Okinawa Seang, Dak Pek, and Dak To, usually
and the Philippines.
under hellish conditions, to bring the
My last meeting with Paul was not a much needed supplies. In 1974, w hile
good one. He had just been notified bv he w'as terminally ill, I was able to round
his squadron commander that the Navy up 32 of the men he helped, and visit
was going to bill him for the F-7 that he him in Presque Isle. Believe me when I
ditched in the South China Sea. Over a say there wasn't a dry eve among these
Robert Farley '67 in Vietnam

I
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hardened Green Berets on the return
trip to Logan Airport.
The story* about Bob that I like best
was the one where he got into Plei Me
with Ammo and couldn't get out. He
ordered his men to the w alls, comman
deered a quad-fifty, and mowed dow n
enough jungle to create an emergency
landing field (and this was before the
actual battle w as even joined). His bunker
became the spent brass from his guns.
His support at Project Delta at Dak
Tow as a similar situation. He got in and
couldn’t get out. According to Chuck
Allen, Commander of Project Delta,
Bob was the craziest man he had ever
met. Bobby, time and time again, would
lead small resupply teams to the tenuous
Mike Force positions. Due to the classi
fication of the missions, he received no
medals, no letters of commendation, only
the undying gratitude of the men he
saved.
I take great pride in hav ing gone to
school with Bobby, and I know that
most every’ Green Beret, Navy’ Seal, Force
Recon Marine, and Paracommando will
join me in when we say that Bobby’
Farley was the bravest, most unselfish
soldier we ever met.
James Butler '66 served for four years in
Vietnam After receiving Airborne, Ranger
Special Forces, and Navy SEAL training,
he took part tn numerous special recon missions
behind enemy lines and his experiences have
servedas the basisforpart ofJames Pollock i
novels and the movie Uncommon Valor.
Butler is now a partner in a financial
consulting firm m Carmel, California.
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From
Soldier
to Scholar
/
/

By Charles Home

.
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n spite of what we see in the movies
or read in books about Vietnam, not
all vets came home from the war confused
and alienated from the experience. Many
did. But many others, even soldiers who
saw heavy combat, returned feeling they
had served their country well and went
on with their lives with claritv and
direction.
David Cook 70 is one of those vets.
After serving in the famous 101st Air
borne Division in the early years of the
war, he returned home, enrolled in the
University of Maine, and pursued with
zeal his interests in canoeing, archaeol■ ogy, and history.
After graduating from UM, Cook
became a teacher at Winthrop High
School (where he now heads the social
studies department) and eventually one
of the leading experts on the history,
archaeology, and geography of Indian
canoe routes in Maine. His recently
published book
the Gravel Bar
(reviewed on page 32) is the culmination
of over six years of first-hand exploration
and research on that subject. It is perhaps
the most comprehensive single account
to date of how Indians maneuvered
through the Maine wilderness over 5000
years ago.
In some respects, Vietnam could be
considered quite a detour in David Cook’s
odyssey to Maine’s Indian canoe routes.
But Cook believes the exposure to a
drastically different culture, the pressure
to survive an enemy in combat, and the
sense of being a part of history, helped
heighten his later awareness of the Indian’s
struggle against the elements.
“One thing that helps,” Cook em
phasizes, “is that I’m not bitter about
•F

David Cook in the 101st Airborne Division.

my war experience. I deeply regret that
the United States did not achieve its
objective, but I am satisfied that what I
had to do was done right.”
That job was a fire direction center
computer in the 101st Airborne Division’s
First Batallion, 327th Infantry. “I had
to determine the nature and location of
hidden enemy targets for mortar attack,”
Cook notes. “It often meant analyzing a
map, communicating by radio, and
ordering the mortar platoon, all at the
same time.”
Cook’s unit was involved in 13 major
combat operations during his year in
Vietnam (1965-66) and suffered heavy
casualties. “Only 37 of the original 180
soldiers made it through the whole year
(some went home early because of their
injuries),” Cook says, “and only 16 of
the 37 were uninjured.”
Cook was one of the uninjured, even
though he had several close calls, once
from a hand grenade that failed to
explode. “I was lucky, but also understood
my job well enough to stay organized
and concentrate on the battle situation,”
he says.
Cook credits lots of hunting as a
youth with helping him master the use
of combat firearms and the understanding
of the complex Vietnamese terrain. “My
unit descended from soldiers in the Battle
of the Bulge,” Cook notes. “We inherited
a tradition for crack efficiency and we
were there because we wanted to be.”

The pride, confidence, and training
all paid off on March 9, 1966, when
Cook’s mortar unit turned back a North
Vietnamese ambush by firing 151 rounds
in just five minutes. “That gave the rifle
platoons time to retreat from the am
bush,” Cook says proudly, “and it forced
97 of the enemy to ditch their weapons.
It also proved that we knew our jobs
and could perform under extreme pres
sure.”
Cook recalled the sense of adventure
and preparation from his war experience
during his later explorations of canoe
routes. “Many times I felt I was back on
patrol in Vietnam while canoeing and
camping in Maine,” he notes, “especially
when you could listen to the river and
the woods at night.”
David Cook remains a dedicated
teacher at Winthrop High School, As
for his book, Above the Gravel Bar, the
remaining challenge is to sell it.
“I am now in the second printing and
the loan is paid,” Cook notes, “and I
hope especially that schools, libraries,
and interested readers throughout the
state can and will obtain the book.”
And, as Cook emphasizes, “Making
lots of money has never been the motive
behind Above the Gravel Bar I wanted
to apply what was for me a new and
original way to investigate something
very old and curious. Having my book
read and appreciated will make the whole
experience satisfying.”
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says. “Working there, I could make myself
believe that I was in some kind of body
shop. I didn’t have to get close. To make
it through you had to numb yourself in
some way. It wasn't easy to watch young
men die on the operating table.
“We worked on people, especially
people with severe burns, who you knew
would go home disfigured and become
freaks in our society. And I remember
seeing guys who had lost three limbs
and they were angry and bitter. Some
times I found myself hoping, mercifully,
that some people would die.”
To help deal with the trauma ofwatching injury and death, O’Neill, a
talented singer, drew upon the healing
qualities of music. “I used to go find an
empty hooch and sing as loud as I could,”
she says. “When that didn't work, I would
go out to the helicopter pad when I
knew nobody was around and just cry
my eyes out.”

Vietnam nurse Sue 0 'Neill 84

“The Only Thing We Proved
is that War is Obsolete”
By Jim Frick

Still, emotionally and spiritually, the
war took its toll. “Any vestiges of religion
that I might of had went out the win
dow,” she says. “And Vietnam aged me.
It didn’t mature me, it just made me
old.”
When O'Neill returned home she,
like many Vietnam vets, had some
adjustment problems. She tried returning
to nursing as a civilian, but she found
the profession had lost its appeal. One
thing she feels helped on her return
home w as marriage to her husband Paul,
a fellow vet whom she had worked w ith
in Vietnam.
“When I got back no one wanted to
hear anything about Vietnam,” O'Neill
says. “Paul and I were both there, so we
had each other to talk to. I think that
wzas a big advantage I had over other
returning nurses.”
O’Neill had gone to Vietnam thinking
the w ar was wrong. Her experience there
only reinforced her position. She says
she is saddened by American actions in
Nicaragua, Grenada, and other parts of
the world. “It’s as if all the suffering we
went through in Vietnam was for noth
ing,” she says. “We seemed to have learned
nothing from that experience.”
O’Neill’s strong feelings about the wrar
are reflected in the fact that she will not
participate in ceremonies in her own
town of Andover, MA this Memorial
Day — ceremonies organized to honor
the women who served in Vietnam.
“I appreciate the thought,” O’Neill
says, “but I don’t want to glorify that
experience. There was no glory7 over
there. The only thing we proved in
Vietnam is that war is obsolete.”
•F

hey didn’t carry guns or engage

T

the enemy, but thev knew the
horrible results of combat as well as
anyone. Working in war zone field
hospitals, 12 to 20 hours a day, American
nurses in Vietnam witnessed first-hand
the devastating injuries and monumental
loss of young lives.
University of Maine graduate Sue
O’Neill ’84 was one of those nurses. She
spent a good part of her year tour of
duty in Vietnam in a hospital in Cu Chi
(where a part of the movie Platoon is
supposed to have taken place) near the
•

Cambodian border. She was there both
before and after the American invasion
of Cambodia in 1970.
“Basically we were a ‘patch em up
and get em out’ unit,” O'Neill says. “Field
hospitals would receive the wounded
directly by helicopter from the field,
give them emergency care and try to
keep the severely wounded alive long
enough to send them to well-equipped
hospitals in Cam Ranh Bay or Japan.
“My attitude after watching the first
few deaths was that I was glad to be
working in the operating room,” O'Neill
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Songwriter Larry John McNally

Living in the 50’s of His Mind
By Jon Halvorsen
I

-

;

ongwriter Larry John McNally ’73

S

“Despite
growing up
in Maine,
McNally’s
first musical
love was
rhythm and
blues”

has had his songs recorded by Chaka
Khan, the Neville Brothers, Joe Cocker
and the Staple Singers. The latest to
perform his material is that noted R&B
singer Bruce Willis, better known as the
star of the TV series “Moonlighting.”
Until now, Willis’ singing had been
confined mostly to commercials for Sea
gram’s Golderi Wine Cooler. But he has
just released his first album, “Bruce Willis:
The Return of Bruno.”
One of the songs Willis sings on the
LP is McNally’s bluesy “Lose Myself.”
“I wasn’t wild about what happened
with my song,” McNally said by phone
from his home in Los Angeles. “I think
Songwriter Larry John McNally ’73.
he felt uncomfortable with it —vocally,
that is—and I don’t think thev nurtured
movies and for the 1950s. He lives in a
him along enough with it, although I
“The only thing I can tell you is that,
cottage on an estate in Los Angeles’
think the attitude certainly fits in . . .
first of all, there was an air base about a
Brentwood section that once belonged
Really, in a certain way he’s a retro kind
mile from my house,” McNally said.
to actor Tyrone Power. On “Fade to
of guy like me who loves the old R&B “At that time that was the big thing that
Black,” a title borrowed from cinema,
stuff and he’s out there having a good
kept Bangor alive. There was a guy out
time.
two of his songs pay tribute to two
there who had bands and I got involved
passionate rebel-heroes of that era, the
The 35-year-old McNally was born
in that scene and would go out there
actor James Dean and the “Beat” writer
and raised in Bangor, and graduated
and play. And the jukebox was great. It
from the University of Maine in 1973.
was just filled with more R&B stuff than Jack Kerouac.
“I don’t have any feeling of identifica
“I carry with me a wealth of rich mem you would normally get in a place like
tion
with the Sixties,” McNally said. “I
ories of my days at the university and
Bangor. And this guy was totally into
whenever I’m with mv folks in Bangor, James Brown, (Ben E. King’s)‘Stand by was there, but I never felt comfortable
I always take a drive up to the campus,” Me’ and all that stuff the first time around, with that era . . . Maybe because I wasn’t
says McNally.
and kinda just led me and my buddies there in the Fifties, I hold a reverence
for it. I live in the Fifties of my mind —
in that direction.”
He performed regularly in Portland
clubs in the early and mid-1970s. But
Right after graduating from UM, Mc the cars, the style. America was in a
period of innocence, or maybe there
he has been making a living as a song Nally went to New Orleans to leave a
writer in Los Angeles since moving there tape with one of his heroes—the leg was a darkness beneath the innocence,
in 1978.
but it was great.”
endary R&B producer Allen Toussaint.
McNally (Larry John is his given
His first album, on Columbia, came The first song McNally ever had recorded
name— he has a twin sister named Linda
out in 1981. Last fall, he released his was produced by Toussaint.
second, “Fade to Black,” on Atlantic. It
For McNally, “the big thrill on the Jean) now plans to go into the studio
and record some of his new songs with
was co-produced by McNally and Steely Bruce Willis album is that the song just
Pete Anderson, who produced and played
Dan producer Gary Katz.
before mine is an Allen Toussaint song.
guitar on country singer Dwight Yoa“Fade to Black” pretty much faded
It’s called ‘Fun Time.’ Just to hold up
kam’s acclaimed album last year. The
from sight due to the heavy fall competi that album and see his name and then
result may blend “a semi-R&B feel with
tion from big-name performers, but
my name is, like, yeah, man.”
a country guitar,” McNally said. “I love
Atlantic is giving the album a fresh push
On the back of “Fade to Black,”
McNally acknowledges his gratitude to that Rolling Stones era of‘Honky Tonk
and has released another single, “My
Obsession.”
two fiction writers, Raymond Carver Women’—that kind of sou nd. So I hope
we develop a great rapport and do a
Despite growing up in Maine, Mc and Jim Carroll. Three of the songs on
Nally’s first musical love was rhythm the album—“Chinatown,” “Tar on the whole bunch of stuff.”
Roof’ and “Long Drag Off a Cigarette’
and blues. “Fade to Black” is suffused
with the feel of R&B and the sounds of ’—were written after reading Carroll’s
Reprinted from Maine Sunday Telegram
the city. How did a white kid in Maine “The Basketball Diaries.”
come to love black music?
McNally also has a passion for the
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Colby Chandler ’50, with his new line of Kodak products.

Colby Chandler ’50
Has Kodak on the
Rise

Kodak the same year as a
member of the quality control
division.
Among the many new areas

Kodak is exploring under
Chandler are drugs and health
care technology, data storage
(after acquiring Verbatim

u nder the

leadership of
University of Maine graduate
Colby H. Chandler ’50, Kodak
Corporation is on the rise once
again. Chandler was featured
in a February 23 article in
Business Week.
The magazine attributed
Chandler’s success (Kodak
stock has risen 52% during
the last year) to employee
streamlining, the introduction
of an innovative line of new
products, the bold acquisition
of other companies, and to
the decline in the dollar. In
recent times Kodak was hurt
by strong competition from
its Japanese nemesis, Fuji.
After serving in the Marines
in World War II, Chandler
earned an engineering degree
from Maine in 1950. He joined
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Corp., Kodak became one of
the big three floppy magnetic
disk makers), and instant
photography.

Peter Marbach ’85:
Hiking to
Help Refugees
The idea grew out of frus

Peter Marbach ’85

tration. There were so many•
things Peter Marbach '85
w'anted to do in his work w ith
refugees but couldn't because
of limited financial resources.
So on April 6 Marbach
started a 2100-mile hike along
the Appalachian Trail, from
Georgia to Maine as a fundraising project for his employer,
the Refugee Resettlement Pro
gram in Portland. By the end
of the journey, Marbach hopes
to have raised $100,000.
Marbach is getting national
coverage for his trek from the

wire services and the Christian
Science Monitor. As he pro
gresses north, Marbach will
also act as a spokesperson for
all the refugee resettlement
programs between Maine and
Georgia in an attempt to cre
ate greater public awareness
of the positive contributions
refugees are making in our
society.
i

Arthur Davis ’47
Now Pennsylvania
Environmental
Secretary
.^Lrthur A. Davis ’47 is now

the secretary of the Pennsyl
vania Department of Environ
mental Resources. Prior to his
appointment in January, Davis
was Goddard Professor of For
estry and Environmental Re
sources at Pennsylvania State
University.
After graduating with a B.A.
in wildlife conservation from
Maine, Davis went on to re
ceive an M.A. in forestry from
Yale. He has worked in num
erous positions in the Interior
Department and the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service and has
also served for 10 years as the
vice-president of the Conser
vation Foundation.
According to an article an
nouncing the appointment in
The Pittsburgh Press, Davis’
appointment was applauded
by conservationists and in
dustrial leaders alike. The Press
described him as a “man with
strong conservation leanings
who tempers his views with
reason.”

Mark Cohen ’54
Given Broader
Responsibilities
at ABC
M ark Cohen ’54, executive

vice-president of the ABC
Television Network Group
and vice-president of Capital
Cities/ABC now has even
broader responsibility. As of
March, Cohen is in charge of
all daytime, early morning and
children’s programming at
ABC. Cohen has been with
the television companv since
1958.

Mark Cohen ’54

Mary Mulvey Praised for Work with Seniors
Senior citizen activist Dr.
Mary C. Mulvey ’30, made
news in Rhode Island a good
deal recently as part of her
work for older Americans.
Mulvey is president of the
Rhode Island State Council
on Senior Citizens and a
founder of the National Coun
cil on Senior Citizens. She has
been involved in work with
the elderly since she did her
master’s degree on the subject
at Brown in the 1950’s. Dur
ing the council’s gala 25th

anniversary last summer,
Mulvey received praise from
politicians and the press.
In her own address, Mulvev
told the group to use their
political clout to further the
cause of senior citizens everywhere. “We’re working hard
to eradicate the ravages of
Reagan ism,” she said. “The
seniors know now they made
a mistake voting for him. The
Democrats now have to come
up with someone good.”
Mary Mulvey
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REVIEW
Above the Gravel Bar
The Indian Canoe Routes
ofMaine
By David Cook

Milo Printing Company, 1985

with facts to be sure, but tied together
with narrative threads and intelligent
reconstruction and inference based upon
experience, geography and historical
records.
For the canoeing enthusiast, David
Cook is writing about a new recreational
“sport,” the revival of “ancient canoeing”
and “ancient canoe use” that I call
“ backcou ntry canoei ng” or “cross cou ntry
canoeing.” This is not a Sunday afternoon
paddle or even a trip down the Allagash
Wilderness Waterwav. It is a commitment
to travelling upstream by poling as well
as down, to journeys as much out of the
canoe as in and across watersheds, to
entering realms where humans for 12,000
vears ha\ e onlv visited but not remained.
Physical challenge and endurance are
demanded as well as exercise of intellect
in good judgment and skill. Emphatically,
it is a sport with an ethic that must be
observed, the ethics of the Maine woods,
of regard for the landscape, other creatures
and your own equipment.
David S. Cook and Above the Gravel
Bar are clearly part of a revival, a revival
of interest in the real internal constitution
and heartland of Maine, not the coast
but w hat Neil Wei liver calls“the interior.”
This revival currently includes Neil
Welliver’s monumental 8 foot by 8 foot
canvases at the forefront of Maine art
portraying the mysteries of streams, bogs,
wetlands and barrens, tangled forests of
spruce and fir and birch. David Cook
whites about reentering these canvases
and experiencing first hand the mysteries
of the interior. The revival has spread to
Atkinson, Maine where a nonprofit
organization has been established, the
North Woods Arts Center, to preserve
and revive the traditions, skills and techmeal arts of the Maine woods, aboriginal
and European, a living and teaching
museum. New guide services have arisen
such as the North Woods Ways of Garrett
and Alexandra Connover that lead a new
breed of “sport” across watersheds by
canoe in summer and with toboggans in
w inter, teaching while guiding. There is
little tolerance in this renewed activity
for that yahoo breed of outdoorsman
that Cook has named Ignoramus Americanus.
Interestingly as Cook notes, the ar
chaeological and anthropological evidence
indicates that aboriginals as well as settlers
were never indigenous to the heavy
interior woods but visited for trapping
and hunting and gathering Munsungun
IF

By Dan Kane

er

^^bove the Gravel Bar is a valuable

addition to the literature of Maine. For
those who explore Maine’s “interior”
byways it is a powerful book, a handbook
of backcountry journeys that you won't
put down. For the general reader, it
assembles historical sources of pioneering
travels of the European settlers often out
of print or not readily available. It
summarizes the latest results of archae
ological and anthropological research on
native Maine Indian traditions of travel
and trade reaching back perhaps 12,000
years. Do not let the subtitle “The Indian
Canoe Routes of Maine” mislead you,
for this book, though a short 111 pages,
is a rich interdisciplinary resource by an
author clearly immersed in his subject.
David S. Cook is president of the Maine
Archaeological Society, a history teacher
and Chairman of the Social Studies
Department at Winthrop High School
(see story in this issue). He has combined
the physical challenge of direct experience
in the backcountry with scholarly research
in history, anthropology and archaeology.
He pays homage to the birch bark canoe,
an Indian invention that ranks among
the great innovations of human historv,
far more important in the northern Maine
forests than the wheel; to his mentor
Myron S. Smart (1902-1984), one of those
Maine Guide legends and masters of the
North Woods; to Fannie Hardy Eckstrom
for her efforts in recording the history
and traditions of the Maine woods, and
Frank Speck for recording Penobscot
Indian ways; to the Center for the Study
of Early Man at the University of Maine,
and to many others. It is a book filled
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chert for tools and weapons. It has always
been a vestige of frontier wilderness
perhaps disappearing. If you are from
Maine, or have adopted Maine, when
you read this book you want to be a part
of those w ildlands, to be close to the
upper watersheds and the highlands of
the northern interior.
If you go, David Cook provides valu
able guidance on where and how to
attempt the watershed crossings based
upon accumulated experience over the
thousands of years since birch bark canoes
opened the primal forests to human access.
He traces the many routes and cutoffs
interconnecting, for example, the East
Branch Penobscot, Allagash, St. John,
West Branch Penobscot and Kennebec
watersheds. In the wildlands of Hancock
and Washington counties the branches
of the Union, Narraguagus, Machias,
East Machias, Passadumkeag and Grand
Lake Cham (w hich Cook refers to as the
“Schoodic Lakes”) all rise in a common
tableland of interconnected lakes and
bog streams. Many of the routes are
overgrown or clogged and some haven't
changed, but still others are now con
nected by paper company roads which
provide easy access.
If you are an armchair adxenturer,
Cook brings alix e the ancient canoe routes
as if you were planning and traversing
yourself, along with a map to follow the
descriptions. You learn a wealth of infor
mation about Indian place names and
their origins. For example if the place
name ends in “ticook” it is likely a place
of quiet w ater w ithout danger or difficult
portages. But if the name ends in “hunk”
w'atch out for trouble, difficult portages
or danger.

•r

Da 7i Kane is a patent attorney and adjunct
Jac ulty member of College ofthe A tian tic in
Bar Harbor, Maine. With his family and
students from College of the Atlanta, he has
canoed most of the streams of the wildlands
of Hancock and Washington counties as well
as north Maine routes ofthe East and West
Branches of the Penobscot, Allagash, St
John and St. Croix
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